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MASWIRI LODGE 
In 1916, Joubert Fourie arrived in the Nzhelele valley 
with his wife and two small boys, a team of oxen, a 
couple of chickens and 5 shillings in his pocket. 100 
Years and 5 generations later, Maswiri Boerdery is still 
a proud producer of citrus fruit and macadamia nuts 
but wildlife is where their passion lies - and today, 
Maswiri Safaris has grown into one of the country’s 
finest hunting destinations.

Located north of the Soutpansberg between the Nzhelele and 
Limpopo River valleys deep in the lowveld of South Africa, Maswiri 
Safaris offers the quintessential bushveld experience.  It is where 
one can walk amongst giants and across a landscape dotted with 
Baobab trees.  
Whether it is staring a Cape Buffalo in the face or playing eye-spy 
with herds of Impala as they camouflage themselves amongst the 
bushveld’s foliage, no one can resist nature’s call of adventure.

1.MANY BRIDES CHOOSE CITY OR COUNTRY 
VENUES FOR THEIR WEDDINGS BUT WHY 
CHOOSE THE BUSH INSTEAD? WHAT IS SO 
SPECIAL ABOUT A BUSH WEDDING
There is nothing quite like a romantic Bushveld Safari, so why not 
choose an equally romantic Bushveld Wedding. 
The bushveld is an ever changing and undulating thing. It is 
fascinating, surprising, and wild so a bush wedding will be vastly 
different to a traditional city or country wedding. A bush wedding 
allows the happy couple to add their own special flair to the Big Day 
in an intimate setting while surrounded by the raw beauty of nature.

2.WINTER WEDDINGS AREN’T ALWAYS A BRIDES 
FIRST CHOICE BUT WHAT IS A WINTER WEDDING 
LIKE IN THE BUSH?
The bush is an ideal choice for a winter wedding. The weather is mild 
with warm days and while the evenings are cooler, there is always 
the option to warm yourself beside a roaring fire.  
And because many brides choose outfits with voluminous layers and 
petticoats, they will not overheat in their designer dresses. 

3.WHAT MAKES MASWIRI THE PERFECT CHOICE 
TO HOST A BUSH WEDDING
Maswiri is situated in the Nzelele Valley in Limpopo, 199km 
northeast of Polokwane. The closest towns are Louis Trichard 
(93km) and Messina (47km), it is easy to get there by road but it 
does take a bit of time.

We have a selection of game on the farm adding to the overall charm 
of the big day. Our location also provides each happy couple with 
a wide variety of choice, from ceremonies in a dry riverbed to an 
upmarket, stylish and chic garden wedding, a romantic farm-styled 
wedding in an orchard, a ceremony on one of the koppies [small 
hills] overlooking the endless bushveld, or refreshments under a 
large 1000-year-old baobab tree. Whatever you decide you will be 
certainly be spoilt for choice.  

While we offer a selection of venues, some outside service providers 
may be required, especially for décor, flowers and a DJ but it depends 
on what the Bridal couple have in mind. Even if you choose to have a 
wonderfully rustic wedding with just a braai and the music supplied 
via a cell phone connected to a speaker, it will still be a truly special 
day just because of where you are.

4.DO YOU HAVE A MINIMUM NIGHT STAY? ARE 
MOST WEDDINGS AT MASWIRI A WEEKEND 
AFFAIR?
We do not specify a minimum number of nights. The length of stay 
is completely up to the couple and their guests and we do offer the 
bridal couple a room at the lodge for their first night as a wedded 
couple.
Due to our location,  it is always preferable to arrive a day or two 
before the wedding to ensure that everyone is rested and ready for 
the Big Day.  And arriving ahead of time allows for little mishaps 
like forgetting an item of clothing or needing something urgent for 
the reception. 

Weekend weddings also allow families and friends to come together 
to spend quality time catching up on each other’s news, especially 
now during Covid where we do not get as many opportunities to 
see our friends and family as often as we would like.

5.WITH THE PENDULUM CONSTANTLY SWINGING 
BETWEEN EACH COVID WAVE, HOW HAVE YOU 
COPED?  ARE YOU EXPERIENCING A DOWNTURN 
IN THE NUMBER OF WEDDINGS?
Unfortunately for us at Maswiri, we began our wedding business just 
prior to the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. While – like many others 
– we have not been able to host weddings during this last year, we have 
been lucky enough to host a few small functions.

6 . C O V I D  H A S  O B V I O U S LY  A F F E C T E D 
INTERNATIONAL WEDDINGS – DO YOU USUALLY 
HAVE A LOT OF INTERNATIONAL WEDDINGS?
COVID has forced almost all our international guests to cancel or 
postpone their trips but we look forward to hosting them just as soon 
as the pandemic is under control.

7.DO YOU MARKET TO A SPECIFIC CLIENTELE?
We market to both local and international clients. Being in such a 
special part of the country, we felt it was not something we could only 
share with a select few. Everyone should come to Maswiri at least once 
in their lifetime.

8.MASWIRI IS ALSO A HUNTING LODGE. ARE THERE 
EVER ‘ETHICAL’ CONCERNS ABOUT HUNTING FROM 
CERTAIN BRIDES? 
Maswiri is a hunting lodge, and one where ethical hunting practices are 
very strongly enforced. For example, Fair Chase, Minimal Suffering and 
No Waste are all part of our values. We love, respect and protect animals 
and believe that hunting as an industry, plays a vital role in conservation 
of both animals and the habitat. So far, we have not had any potential 
Bride raise a concern about the ethical nature of the hunting.

9.WHAT ADDITIONAL OPTIONS ARE THERE FOR 
THE BRIDE AND GROOM AND THEIR ATTENDANTS? 
DO YOU OFFER SPA TREATMENTS OR WOULD THE 
BRIDE NEED TO CONSIDER BRINGING SOMEONE 
WITH HER TO PAMPER HER PRIOR TO THE 
WEDDING?
For those who enjoy hunting, it is an option, for say, a groom’s weekend 
prior to the wedding. We have two lodges that are perfect for both a 
Grooms weekend away as well as a Bachelorettes weekend at the same 
time.  The grooms can partake in both hunting and fishing, and for the 
ladies there is always the option of lounging by the pool or indulging 
in a spa treatment to make sure everyone is relaxed.  We do have spa 
therapists on call who will gladly come through to provide treatments. 
There is no better place than to have a relaxing massage hearing the 
sounds of the birds and nature while overlooking the bushveld.

10.HAVING WITNESSED SO MANY WEDDINGS AT 
MASWIRI, DO YOU HAVE ANY TOP TIPS FOR THE 
HAPPY COUPLE, PRE- AND POST- WEDDING?
Your wedding day is such a special day so be sure to relax and soak up 
everything it has to offer, whether it is just for the day, the weekend, 
or the week. 
A bush wedding will always be different being so close to nature, and 
while Maswiri is not what one might refer to as a mainstream venue, 
your wedding will always be distinct with many opportunities to make 
it completely bespoke, and unlike any other.

If the weather is slightly cooler than anticipated, there is little chance of 
overheating in your dress and if it is overcast, there will be no unwanted 
shadows in your photographs, just pure natural light amidst the purity 
of all Mother Nature has to offer. In our opinion that is a real Win!  
Even if you have to kick elephant dung out the way of the perfect shot, 
that too will add to the pure magic of your day.
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“Marriage is not about age but 
finding the right person”


