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WHO  WILL  GIVE  ME  
AWAY?

It is not the “whom” that counts, but the love that 
surrounds

While today the wedding tradition of walking 
down the aisle with your dad can be a super spe-
cial moment, this is a custom that stems from 
the days of arranged marriages, when a father’s 
looming presence was a good way to prevent 
the groom from backing out.  Now, you may 
ask yourself, why exactly might he back out?  In 
those days a bride was considered a financial 
burden, who was essentially transferred from 
the household of her father to that of the groom.  
This situation, sometimes led to hesitation, on 
the part of the groom.
However, the tradition of the father giving away 
his daughter has its roots in the days of arranged 
marriages.  Throughout history, marriage was 
not about love,it was about money.
It also was a way for the bride's family to climb 
the social ladder. Daughters were considered 
their father's property and the groom's family 
was required to pay a "bride's price," purchasing 
the bride from her family.
When the financial arrangements were met, the 
father of the bride would allow the marriage to 
take place and would give his daughter away; 
presenting his daughter to the groom. The 
bride's family no longer had any claim to her, 
and she became dependent upon her husband.
Our society today is so different. Women today 
work, have their own money, houses and in-
vestments. They get married because they love 
someone so much that they want to spend their 
life with that person, and not because daddy 
is giving them to another man to take care of 
her financially. As a result, brides do not need 
anyone to give them away. They probably are 
already away from their parents anyway living 
with their intended spouse.
Walking down the aisle alone makes the dramat-
ic statement that the bride is doing this because 
she wants to. The groom walking half-way down 
the aisle to meet her and then handing her a 
bouquet also shows that this is a day of love. On 
the most romantic day of their lives, the groom 
should give the bride a bouquet rather than she 
arrives with her own bouquet, a lovely modern 
take on the “bride’s bouquet”.  
Suddenly, reality sets in with all the guests…
these are two adults making this life changing 
decision.

After all, it is 2020 A.D. and not 2020 B.C.  Is it 
not time to start a new tradition?
Anyhow, the act of the father walking their 
daughter down the aisle is seen as a way of sup-
port for the next chapter in her life. It is looked 
upon as less of a “giving away” and more of a 
“letting go.”
While it is perfectly normal to choose, to go the 
traditional route, there are plenty of other op-
tions if you would prefer to do things differently.  
Some woman are uncomfortable with the sym-
bolism behind their dad walking them down the 
aisle, so they look for alternative ways to honour 
the relationship that they have with their par-
ents.  In the Jewish tradition, both the bride and 
groom are accompanied down the aisle by both 
parents. 
This is a custom that many couples have adopted 
in the spirit of equality.  
Other people in this situation have selected 
meaningful people in their lives to walk with 
them, like step-parents, a very dear friend, even 
an uncle or aunt. 
This is particularly prevalent, where the bride 
has lost her father, or the parent for whatever 
reason refuses to come to the wedding.Some 
brides choose to walk down the aisle with their 
partner, or choose to walk solo. Then there are 
the brides who have eliminated the aisle alto-
gether.  This is a good option for brides with 
tense family issues.
So, this long walk down the aisle is not just 
another wedding tradition to be accepted or 
rejected, thought has to go into it, very care-
ful thought, as it carries a lot of weight for the 
individuals involved.  If you are ever asked to 
accompany a bride down the aisle, you should 
feel deeply honoured and privileged to play 
this part.  If your dad passed away, or you are 
not close to him, there are plenty of ways to get 
yourself down the aisle.
Walk down the aisle with your mom.  We all love 
it when brides are escorted down the aisle by 
their mom’s. If you are extra close to your mom, 
it is a wonderful way to honour her.  You can 
also include grandma, if she played a big role 
in your life.  Brides, you could also opt, to walk 
down the aisle with both parents.

If your father was not present in your life but an-
other man, like an uncle, a brother ,a step-dad or 
a grandfather is close to you, then ask them.  Ev-
eryone knows that the father is supposed to tra-
ditionally walk you down the aisle and give you 
away to the new main man in your life. But what 
if there is no father to walk you? What if you 
walk alone? What if you've been walking alone 
for the majority of your life, due to the fact that 
you lost your dad many years ago? Walk alone!  
It is a kind of a bad ass statement of your super 
woman self. Have your fiance's father walk you, 
an appropriate replacement as he will be your 
new father-in-law anyway. Have your broth-
er or male cousin walk you, loving comforting 
masculine energy will bring comfort as you are 
walking down the aisle. Have your single moth-
er walk you, she killed it as your mother and 
father anyway, why not have her show off her 
skills one last time? Truthfully there are many 
more options that can work. The groom, if he 
has a son, from a previous marriage, can walk 
you down the aisle, even a best friend can have 
the honour.  These days tradition is out and au-
thentic connection is in.  So you can always have 
an honorary father or someone you considered 
a father figure walk you as well. There is a won-
derful story of a little girl who was at a wedding 
with her parents. After the wedding, she asked 
her mother why the bride changed her mind. 
"What do you mean?" Responded her mother. 
"Well, she went down the aisle with one man and 
came back with another man." Sometimes the 
issue of who will walk the bride down the aisle 
can be very stressful.  More and more we hear 
stories of a bride's father just not being in her 
life. Often mom has re-married and there is the 
dilemma of having the natural father or the man 
that raised the bride do the honours. Even when 
a loving dad is deceased, it leaves the bride won-
dering, "Now who do I ask?" The solution can be 
simple and not that stressful, as you have read 
above, there are many options, and you need 
to choose the one that makes you, as the bride, 
most comfortable. So, brides take heart, there 
are several solutions to the many scenarios, 
when the bride's father won't be asked to walk 
her down the aisle, especially if the wedding is 
not in a church where tradition is expected.


